Town of Guilford
Planning Commission Meeting Agenda

Working Committee Meeting 03 September 2014 from 6 - 8:30 pm

Commission Members:
Tanya Balsley*, Chuck Clark*, Harry Evans, Michelle Frehsee*, Jackie Gaines, Hal Kuhns, Andy
Loughney*, Herb Meyer*, Sheila Morse*

The meeting was held in the Town Offices.

Call to order 6 pm

Recognition of Public Jeff Nugent and Kim Smith of WRCommission; Linda Lembke, Conservation
Commission; Linda Hecker, Chair, Conservation Commission; Susan James and Bill Jewell,
Conservation Commission; Karen Murphy, Clerk, Conservation Commission

New Business

Jeff introduced concept of Forest Planning absent zoning regulations. The WRC has looked at 2010
plan and reviewed language of draft of 2015 plan for how we might put in policies for certain types of
forest industry, looking at ways to enhance forest stewardship, etc. Their plan for evening is to ask
open-ended question and get feedback on threats and resources, and what we’d like to see happen in
the future.

Forestry is LONG-TERM agriculture, a multi-step process that’s not dissimilar from regular farming,
but more difficult to recognize.

They’ve noticed that Guilford is actively interested in trails, and this also appeals to WRC. E.g., is there
a way to take the trails through different kind of forest stands and producing info piece to let people
know these stands are actively managed?

Tanya alerted group to benefits of making collective decisions made possible by Vermont Audubon’s
website vis-a-vis bird life.

Jeff mentioned Vermont Coverts - landowners reaching out to landowners - and discussed neighbor to
neighbor interaction, where neighbors with some knowledge of land management will reach out to other
neighbors for education and motivational purposes regarding how land can be kept “healthy and
financially productive” - Tanya

Linda Lembke - Marli Rabinowitz, women in the woods: gathering of women landowners -- she wants
to share information about this group to the Conservation Commission. Supports woodland owners and
helps them make responsible, informed decisions.

That is to say: a goal is to make people aware of information vis-a-vis forested land stewardship.

Providing information and how to make it accessible to people who are not seeking it out.



Jeff: Dummerston Planning Commission has monthly newsletter... Look at it. Is Guilford Gazette
comparable? Multiple platforms...

Jeff: ACTION --Inventory forestry-related enterprises in Guilford... loggers, foresters, woodcrafters,
sugarers, sawers; firewood suppliers; builders; wild medicinals and edibles... to understand the forestry
businesses’ contribution to the economy; understands town assets.

Vis-a-vis policy: ACTION: identify patterns/trends/changes have we seen in Guilford? Use this
information to inform future policy recommendations. Answers include: Fragmentation, homes being
built in the forests, timber-company owned land in Guilford, but not only regional but is owned by an
outsider companies so, e.g, land that has traditionally been hunted is now posted; invasive plants and
insects... Tanya - future guidelines will pertain to the neighbor-to-neighbor outreach/cooperation.
Susan: CC has as its goal to inventory Guilford’s natural resources....

Jeff: have we noticed an increase in land being posted? One of the great forest resources is being able to
recreate on it.

Jeff: what worries us about Guilford’s forest future? Invasive species; climate change induced changes
in species; loss of diversity; soil conservation to support plants that need to grow and the fauna that
needs to live there(creating immunity and deep forest health); also integrating how we farm so that
creatures can move from one patch of forest to another -- e.g., include farmers in this planning so there
is a bridge to all forms of land management.

How has PC looked at Forestry Stewardship -- answer = how to use town forests to attract visitors

and tourists, to add it to a recreation benefit, to enhance the town’s economic base.

Tanya: if WRC has helped other towns insert wording into their town plans to make forest stewardship
more impactful, we’d be interested in seeing it. Jeff-- we need inventory, we need an explanation of why
an area is important, and we need guidelines to how to preserve the importance.

Agenda: Commission members will continue their review of the Goals, Vision, and Action sections
drafted for 2015 - 2020 Town Plan.

Communications

Adjournment

Reminders:

Conservation and Planning Commission small working group meeting, Wednesday 9.10 at 6:30 in
Town Offices

Next regularly scheduled public meeting, Wednesday, September 17 at 7 pm in the Town Office
Next working meeting Wednesday, October 1 at 7 pm in the Town Office

Next regularly scheduled public meeting, Wednesday, October 15 at 7 pm in the Town Office



