Town of Guilford

Planning Commission Meeting Agenda and notes

15 July 2015

Present: Jacqui Gaines, Hal Kuhn*, Harry Evans*, Herb Meyers, Michelle Frehsee*, Tanya Balsey, Andy
Loughney*, Chuck Clark*, Sheila Morse* (Selectboard Liaison)

l. Call to order 7:05 PM at the Town Offices

II.  Recognition of Public: None present

1R New Business:
A. Communications and New Business

1.

SGLC Powersmith Solar Power project (a 4th in town; partially located in
Brattleboro)- 500 kW net-metering facility at 401 John Seitz Drive... In
addition to the questions discussed at the PC meeting in June the PC
wants to ask what options are available to the community and to residents
to buy into and benefit from the solar projects. And what will the cost be to
residents.
Vis a vis PC work on Energy section, PC thinks it's important to respond
to the different projects by asking questions about annual tax benefit to
Guilford, and benefits to residents of Guilford... we want to encourage
clean energy but are reluctant to have projects sited in our communities
that will be of benefit to organizations and individuals elsewhere, but
which Guilford residents will not be able to access. Response letters to be
drafted may include these two points and the following:

a) what impact on prime agricultural lands and more fragmentation of

forests;

b) viewsheds in Guilford;

c) glare impact on residents & drivers; and

d) what screening will be in place

e) decommissioning as the solar panel life deteriorates?
PC (Michelle) will contact others to become more educated: ask John
Bennett, Dan Ingold, Morgan Casella (in Putney, by Andy) to see if/how
we can improve the Energy section. Is there a relatively nearby town
that’s opposed to net-metering sites that we can learn from? Also, let’s
see if the Energy Committee is engaged in this issue in any way (or
engaged in any way).
Hal moved we leave the energy section as is and pursue education as
necessary; Andy seconded; motion passed unanimously.



5. In essence, the Energy section satisfies our purposes for the time being,
and we will learn and amend as/if necessary...
B. To let the town know the Plan is completed... we have the following avenues:
Print 30 copies
1. Town Website
2. Copy in Town office for perusal
3. copies in Library for reference use
4. copies in Town Administrator's office
5. notice in Gazette
C. Next steps
1. create implementation matrix to bring Plan to life. PC members need to
review the entire town plan to be able to provide input into this matrix. PC
members please come up with 3 top priorities in plan to be prepared to
discuss during 8/19/15 public meeting.
2. get WRC approval
D. Communications
1. Stony Hill notice of application for land access roads to be developed. Is
this an RV park? a Change of use issue? Private road? No application
attached to clarify the issue. Sheila will ask Becky to follow up.

Harry moved to accept the minutes as read; Hal seconded; Minutes accepted
Meeting adjourned at 8:15

Reminder: next public meeting is August 19, 2015 at 7 pm in the Town Office.



