Town of Guilford

Planning Commission Meeting Agenda
17 June 2015

Present: Jacqui Gaines*, Hal Kuhn*, Harry Evans*, Herb Meyers, Michelle Frehsee*, Tanya Balsey*,
Andy Loughney*, Chuck Clark*, Sheila Morse* (Selectboard Liaison)

Call to order 7:00 PM at the Town Offices

Recognition of Public: Bill Jewell, Doug Gray, Deeba Zaher, Dan Ingold (presenting)

Selectboard Hearing for Town Plan June 22, 2015 at 6 pm, 30 minutes prior to the
regularly scheduled meeting time

New Business: Solar Power in Vermont (Dan Ingold) - developing renewable energy
projects for +/- 35 years; most recently involved in developing projects around
Brattleboro area (2Mw area between Exits 2 and 3) and now involved in 2 projects half
that size in Guilford... Michelle asked him to provide educational presentation to PC.
There are three types of solar projects, of which Dan talked about C:

A. Solar Hot Water

B. Solar Electricity - Off grid (Small residential system0

C. Solar Electricity - Net Metered (Utility is used as a battery; with GMP every KwH

produced is worth about $.20, for next 10 years). Possible to get credit for site or
solar added with n the utility service territory (Virtual net metering... those group
net metering systems can be up to but no larger that 500 KwH) Currently GMP
can nearly double # of customers who have solar projects; but after that then
can’t absorb more -- that’'s 15% of the peak power they need to produce. More
than that the GMP has no infrastructure to act as more as a battery...

Limiting Parameters to net metered systems include:

1.

2.
3.
4

Fed Tax incentives == ends 2016

Capacity limit for Electric Utility (both 1 and 2 closing down in near future)
Viability of Solar Installation (on site or virtual)

only about 40% of sites are viable for solar systems = group metered
makes more sense

As of 6/1/15 the PC may suggest that the town MAY recommend that the
town adopt a bylaw or ordinance for screening that will become a
condition of approval for 1 - 15 kW systems.

for 15 - 150 kW systems, there’s a 45-day notice of requirements for
Certificate of Public Good which detail parties that need to be advised.
Also, as of 6/1/15, setbacks must be 40 ft for roadways and 25 feet from



abutting properties.
7. for 150 - 500 kW Systems, setbacks are 100 ft from town or state

roadway and 50 ft from abutting property boundaries.
Dan noted that we’ll be seeing more “going after prime agricultural lands and more
fragmentation of forests.” AND, the town (SB, PC, or individuals) now have the right to
appear to request mitigation. Other questions PC and the community should be asking
concern “viewsheds” in Guilford, and glare impact on residents, drivers; what screening
will be in place?

Issues with larger systems include: impact on Natural Resources and Aesthetics, is it
orderly development, is there a decommissioning plan and funding, AND site prep not
allowed before the CPG is obtained.

Sat, 6/20, there’s a walk around the site, from Blanchard’s cemetery, at 10:00 a.m.

New Business: Sportsman Club changes - notice of necessity of Act 250 hearing.

Minutes accepted; meeting adjourned at 8:35



